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 Cover Photo by Donna Clark 
 
Feature Story by Jennifer East 
 
Kevin Clark will be demonstrating at TAAS Gallery in downtown Old Fort on Saturdays 
in August. See Kevin’s expanded display at the Feature Wall in the main gallery. Kevin 
and his wife Donna work together to create many unique products including wood 
turned items, Bowed Psalterys, bird houses and nesting boxes, cutting boards, 
ornaments and more.  
 

Find many of Kevin’s items on-line at taasg.com   
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Kevin Clark August Feature Artisan  
By: Jennifer East 
�
“There has never been a car in here” replies Kevin Clark, when 
questioned about converting the two-bay garage of h is Glenwood 
home into the productive woodworking shop we are su rveying.  The 
shop is packed with hand tools, power equipment, ho memade jigs, 
finishing solutions, and wood --- huge boards, tree  sections, wood burls, 
cut pieces, laminated slabs, small trim pieces, tin y scraps and his 
specialty wood-turned items in various stages every where. There is the 
distinctive aroma of sawdust, and the expected coat ing of it on almost 
everything, but the space remains airy, well-organi zed and inviting.    
   The doors on both sides of his shop open to vist as of mountains and 
gardens, with ample evidence of his expertise as a Master Carpenter in 
the carefully crafted extensive decking, railings, and garden furnishings.  

Much of the wood he uses 
comes from the 
surrounding forests, and the colorful garden beds a round the house 
and shop are well-mulched with a mixture of wood-sh avings.   Kevin 
builds high-end custom houses around Lake James, an d says matter-
of-factly that he can “pretty much do anything in w ood”.  His home-
building clients often also collect some of the sig nature functional art 
pieces that he produces here in his “off-time”.   
 
Kevin has been following his passion for wood-turni ng for ten years 
now.  This began with creating special Christmas pr esents for family 
and friends and led to referrals and special reques ts.  He participated 

in craft shows for five years, then began showing a t the gallery.  Lately, he has been focusing on fin ely finished large 
turned bowls and hanging bird houses of segmented w oods.  Many pieces incorporate eight or nine variet ies of 
wood, with a mix of colorations and graining, and h ave wood-burned rings circling the bases or trims.  Poplar, black 
walnut, and cherry abound, with ambrosia maple bein g a perennial favorite for its’ warm golden hues an d artistic 
grain patterns.  Necklace and bracelet stands are a lso recent additions, and provide a unique way to o rganize 
and display jewelry collections.  
   
Kevin is currently featured in a month-long solo sh owing of his work at TAAS 
Gallery --- The Appalachian Artisan Society --- on Main Street in Old Fort.  On 
Saturdays in August, you will find him with one of his lathes, demonstrating 
wood turning techniques and discussing his work wit h visitors and collectors 
in this active gallery/café.  The Gallery’s extensi ve showcase of regional 
artists is home to an on-going display of Kevin’s a rtistry in wood, along with 
the highly popular line of soaps and lotions create d by his wife Donna.  She 
also works with him on beading wooden ornaments for  Christmas, and on 
the fine hand-crafted psalteries they create in lim ited edition.  If you have 
not seen or heard this ancient musical instrument, it’s worth a trip to TAAS 
Gallery to explore. 
   
You will find Kevin Clark’s striking, quality-craft ed mixed wood cutting 
boards, turned plates, bowls, vases, biscuit bowls,  potpourri jars and more in abundance.  A few click s on the 
gallery website at www.taasg.com   will give you a current inventory, complete with photos, for an idea of the 
variety and quality of this artisan’s craft.  This August showing includes the magnificent birdhouses,  worthy of an 
estate property, and the new segmented bowls, signe d and numbered by the artist.  Stop by with the fam ily for 
something from the café, wander the fine arts and h andicrafts exhibits, listen to the music of …. and see how Made 
in the USA is done right, right here at home. 
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Hiking in The Mountains 
By: Nanci Smith Gregory  
On a recent waterfall chase with the Adrian L. Shuf ord, Jr. YMCA Outdoor Club, we visited Setrock 
Creek Falls and Roaring Fork Falls.  Both waterfall s are located in the South Toe River area.  Althoug h, 
these are little known waterfalls, they are both ve ry beautiful and fairly easy to get to.  Our first stop was 
the gorgeous Roaring Fork Falls. 

 
From areas west of Old Fort, take I-40 east 
and get off at Exit 72 (Hwy 70).  Drive 
approximately 9.5 miles on Hwy 70 and take 
a left on Hwy 80 at stop light.  From areas 
east of Marion, get off I-40 onto Hwy 221, go 
north to Hwy 70 west, then look for 80 north 
to the right.  Hwy 80 is a very curvy road.  At 
just under 12 miles, you will come to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway.  Continue on Hwy 80 for 
another 2.2 miles and turn left on South Toe 
River Rd. (SR 1205).  There should be a sign for 
Busick Work Center and Black Mountain 
Campground. 
 
To go to Roaring Fork Falls first, cross the 
bridge and turn left at the Busick Work 
Center sign.  This road ends in less than ¼ 
mile at the center.  Park on the left, the trail is  
the gated road to the right.  Hike up the road 
for a little more than ½ mile.  At that point, 
you’ll begin to hear the creek on the left and 
the road crosses the creek.  Just before the 
crossing, take the path to the right over the 
foot bridge.  The trail ends at the base of the 
falls a short distance from the road.  This is 
one of the prettiest waterfalls we have come 

across.  It is a beautiful 100’ long cascade.  This  waterfall is definitely 
worth the trip! 
 
After leaving Roaring Fork Falls, we went back out on SR 1205 and took a 
left.  After driving past the golf course, the road  turned to gravel road FR 
472.  After traveling approximately 2.2 miles, we c ame to a fork.  We 
went right at the fork and passed some homes on the  left.  At 2.8 miles, 
we came to the entrance of Black Mountain Campgroun d.  Directions 
said to park on the left across from the campground .  There were 
actually no parking places available at that time, so we parked on the 
side of the road, over in the grass.  You cannot pa rk in the campground! 
 
After parking, we walked into the campground.  It i s a very nice, well-
kept campground with plenty to keep you busy.  We n oticed people 
riding bikes as well as tubing.  I’m sure the water  was still pretty chilly 
 considering it was only the 3 rd week in April. That probably explains why 
 we only saw kids tubing! 
 

Bob Stuart  of Old Man Carvings 
Hand Carved Woodland Spirits 
Cypress Knees, Bottle Stoppers 
and Hiking Sticks �



 
We took the first road to the left and started 
looking for signs for the group camping area and 
the Mt. Mitchell trail.  We followed that road up 
and took the 2 nd  side trail to the right.  There is a 
stake indicating to the falls.  This is a fairly ea sy 
hike to the 75’ waterfall. 
 
This is a great day trip on which you can take your  
entire family.  If you are interested in 
photography, both of these hikes provided some very  pretty shots. 
 
For information on the Outdoor Club schedule, pleas e contact Nanci at nancig@ymcacv.org   
 
Happy Trails! 
 

�
Events  
Every Saturday in July  12-Noon - 3:00 PM 
Knit-Pickin  
Knit-Pickin Live music at Catawba Vale Cafe & Crochet and 
Knitting group meets in TAAS Gallery. Free to learn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date      Time     Event    Details 
Every Saturday in July   12-Noon - 3:00 PM  Knit-Pickin  Knit-Pickin Live music @ Catawba Vale  
         Cafe & Crochet and Knitting group   
         meets in TAAS Gallery. Free to learn 
August 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 12:00 - 3:00  Kevin Clark wood turning demonstration Feature Artisan  
         Kevin Clark and wife Donna Clark   
         handcraft bowls, platters, ornaments, bird  
         houses, bowed psaltery's and puzzles. 
August 22nd   5:00 PM - 8:00 PM Last Resort Band Free concert - band plays beach music,  
         southern rock and all your favorites. 
September   Regular Business Hours TAAS Feature Artist Susan Stanton  
         Expanded display of photography by Susan  
         Stanton. 

TAAS Taking steps for Partnering with non-profits  
Appalachian Handcrafts Partner 
Non-Profit Partnership with the arts Program 
Help your local handcrafts members connect and sell  in a larger 
market. 
 
Our goal is to work side by side with local county non profit 

handcrafts organizations to improve market strength  of Appalachian based handcraft 
artisans. 
 
We are developing a program to work with your organ ization and in effect be partners. 
Our program will offers some unique features that w ill benefit your local crafts people. 
 

Bio Nanci Smith Gregory lives in Claremont, NC with her 
husband, Steve, and the youngest of their 6 children, Joe.  
Nanci is the Community Wellness Director at the Adrian L. 
Shuford, Jr. YMCA in Conover, NC.  Nanci and Steve are 
avid hikers with a special affection for waterfalls. 
Nanci is also a photographer, specializing in nature 
photos.  You can see samples of her photographs at 
www.taasg.com Booth #86. 
 



    * On-line sales  
    * In Gallery Sales 
    * Dealer Network - Planned for 2010 
    * National Recognition - Begins 4th QTR 2009 
    * Creating income and demand 
 
Income opportunity for handcrafters - later this ye ar we expect to have a demand for 
more high quality handcrafts than we can supply thr ough our current roster of 
handcrafters. As we open up TAAS Dealers around the  country and a few international 
ones, we will need to have access to a high volume of products. With this demand comes 
opportunity. Your local crafts people can tap into our program and find financial success. 

Feature Artisans 
�  Butterfly Blends  Soy Candles, 

Soy melting Tarts & Pillar 
Candles Old Fort, NC  

�  Dana Abee Rey nolds of 
Abee Artistry Jewelry 
Designer, Artist Little 
Switzerland, NC  

�  Debbie Acrivos  of Sassy 
Bags Sewn Crafts Old Fort, 
NC  

�  Katrina Bass  of Appalachia 
Blue Jewelry - crochet wire 
bead weaving peyote, spiral 
Old Fort, NC  

�  Donna Clark  of Nature Maid 
Soap & Lotion Homemade 
Soap and Lotion Marion, NC  

�  Kevin Clark  of K & D Fine 
Handcrafted and T... Fine 
Handcrafted Turned Wood 
Marion, NC  

�  Jerry Depew  of Spoonin' It 
With Jerry Handcrafted 
hardwood spoons, 
sculptures & collages Kings 
Mountain, NC  

�  Jennifer East  of SouthWest 
by East MIved media, 
collage, loom and off-loom 

weaving, felting, original 
Marion, NC  

�  Lee Entrekin  of Dreamwind 
Handmade Native 
American Style Flutes, Made 
in a full range of keys ... Old 
Fort, NC  

�  Dennis Finley of KodaQuest 
Images Nature/Landscape 
Photography Nebo, NC  

�  Denise Geiger Painting - Oil 
& Pastels Black Mountain, 
NC  

�  Lana Gentile Acrylic 
Paintings - Landscapes, 
seascapes, wildlife, and 
architecture. Old Fort, NC  

�  Cecilia Gilliam  Photos on 
Canvas Old Fort, NC  

�  Cecilia Gilliam of Clever-
Craft Gifts Rustic florals and 
accents, hand painted 
flowers, birds, butterflies... 
Old Fort, NC  

�  Nanci Gregory  Photography 
Claremont, NC  

�  Pat Harris of Pine Needle 
Creations Swannanoa, NC  

�  Betty Heldman  Crocheting 
afghans and baby blankets 
Sevierville, TN  

�  Bev Heldman  of PINWILZ 

Wire creations, Jewelry, 
wood burning. Old Fort, NC  

�  Faye Huskey  of Front Row 
Beads Jewelry �

�  Michael & Debbie Maine  of 
MDM Designs Wood 
Turnings, Wood Crafts & 
Native American Artifacts 
Recreations Taylorsville, NC 

�  Martha Nelson  Wheel 
formed and hand-built 
Stoneware Pottery 
Ridgecrest, NC  

�  Karen K. Paquette  of 
Abstract Garden Fine Art, 
Abstract, Mixed media Black 
Mountain, NC  

�  Debbie Rust  of Rust Pottery 
Pottery Gastonia, NC  

�  Carol Sheppard  of Southern 
Orchid Glass & J... Kiln-
formed Art Glass, Mosaics, 
and Wearable Art Jewelry 
Dahlonega, GA  

�  Penny Skoog  Japanese 
Temari Balls and Polymer 
Clay Designs and Jewelry 
Maggie Valley, NC  

�  Susan Stanton  Photography 
Horse Shoe, NC  

�  Jenean Stone  Photography 
Black Mountain, NC  

�  Anne Stone  Locker Hooking, 
Pottery Montreat, NC  

�  Bob Stuart  of Old Man 
Carvings Hand Carved 
Woodland Spirits Cypress 
Knees, Bottle Stoppers and 
Hiking Sticks Greensboro, NC  

�  Darryl Totherow  Native 
American walking sticks, 
Dream catchers Newton, 
NC
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