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NEW SERVICE  

Computer Repair 
Downtown Old Fort 

Unifi-Web Office located in the back of 
Pinwilz.  Bring in your PC or Laptop in 
and get an estimate on repair before any 
work is done.  

48 East Main Street, Old Fort, NC 

Ph 828-668-1070

 

Appalachian Features Magazine 

Phone: 828-668-1070 

Email: dheldman@taasg.com 

Mail: P.O. Box 2242, Old Fort, NC 28762 

48 East Main Street Old Fort, NC 28762  

App Features Magazine - Production Team  
Publisher: Dru Heldman 
Editor: Bev Heldman  
Managing Editor: Donna Mayton 
Art & Direction: Dru Heldman 
Staff Photographer: Bev Heldman 
Accounting and Advertising Director: Donna Mayton 
Contributing Writers:  
Nanci Gregory - TAAS Members Photography 
Carol Sheppard - TAAS Member Glass & Jewelry 
Jennifer East - TAAS Member Weaving & Mixed Media 
Betty Heldman - TAAS Member Cross-stitch 
Beverly Heldman - TAAS Owner, Jewelry mixed media 
Donna Mayton-TAAS Executive Assistant 

 

 

 

Donna Mayton - Executive Assistant Handcraft Marketing 

This Issue 
Feature Artisan Rust Pottery  
Native American Art ςart form of the Burden Basket.   
Exploring an Area through Photographic Tours 
Cool Products in TAAS 
Feature Artisan Listings 
Cover Photo provide by Beverly Heldman 
Feature Story by Beverly Heldman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in this 

magazine. Call Pinwilz 

to find out how. 
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The Appalachian Artisan Society Feature Artisan �t October 2009 
By Beverly Heldman 
 

Rust Pottery 
 

Rust pottery was founded in 2006 by Debbie and Fred Rust.  Originally 
from Michigan , and now residing in Gastonia, NC, Debbie had always  
dreamed of making her own pottery.   One day while driving home 
from work as a currency teller, she saw a sign at the end of a 
driveway for pottery classes.  She signed up and that began her 
passion in clay.  Debbie then got her husband Fred hooked and th ey 
turned their two -car garage into a pottery studio . As a team they 
create  some of the most beautiful pieces. They artistically create 
functional items like bowls, cups, platters and serving trays .  They also 
make light hearted fun décor keepsakes like bi ble verses and things 
cat or dogs would say on plaques that go well in a kitchen or 
bathroom. Debbie hand builds her pottery while Fred spins his pottery 
on a wheel.  While t hey have made Raku �· which is  a high heat 
process that produces absolutely gorgeous  colors,  the Raku�·��process 
of heating the clay really fast and then cooling really fast  makes it so 
that it  �L�V�Q�·�W���I�R�R�G���V�D�I�H���D�Q�G��is very fragile.  �7�K�H���5�X�V�W�·�V���S�U�H�I�H�U���W�R���V�W�L�F�N���Z�L�W�K��
the mid -fire process  that makes an extremely durable product that is 
food safe.    
 
All of their products are in beautiful earth tone colors which make 
them very good gifts, guaranteed to match any décor.  They come in 
a reddish color, blues, greens , tans and browns. Rust pottery is 
typically crafted with detailed texture which makes their  functional 

pottery even more unique and special.   
 
�0�R�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���G�R�Q�·�W���U�H�D�O�L�]�H���K�R�Z���O�R�Q�J���L�W���W�D�N�H�V���W�R���P�D�N�H���S�R�W�W�H�U�\�������$���V�L�P�S�O�H���S�O�D�W�H���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���Z�H�H�N�V�������)�L�U�V�W, you make 
the plate then let it dry thoroughly  - this takes about a week . �2�Q�F�H���L�W�·�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���G�U�\ it�·�V ready to fire  (which i s 
like putti ng it into a big super hot oven).  �7�K�L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���K�D�U�G�H�Q�V���W�K�H���F�O�D�\�����$�I�W�H�U���L�W�·�V���E�H�H�Q���I�L�U�H�G���D�Q�G���F�R�R�O�V��
for a day or more it gets the glaze.  The glaze gives the piece its color.   Time to fire again.  The second  firing 
incases the clay with the glaze which provides its color and protective glossy coating.   �7�K�D�W�·�V���M�X�V�W���I�R�U���D���S�O�D�W�H�������,�I��
�\�R�X���D�G�G���K�D�Q�G�O�H�V���W�R���L�W�����W�K�D�W�·�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�W�H�S���D�O�O���W�R��itself.   
 
�,���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���D���S�R�W�W�H�U�·�V���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�������0�R�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�H�H���D�U�W�V���D�Q�G��crafts and think, I can do that.  The truth is, 
you probably can, eventually.  It will take time and quite a bit of cash to get set up and to give it a go.  
�3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���,�·�O�O���O�H�D�Y�H���S�R�W�W�H�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�V��
�D�Q�G���N�H�H�S���E�X�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Z�D�U�H�V�������,���G�R�Q�·�W���W�K�L�Q�N��
anyo ne can ever have too much pottery.  
TAAS Gallery is the only gallery where you can 
purchase Rust pottery.  They travel and do 
shows where they sell their pottery.  Fred 
would like to get to the point where they are 
so busy making pottery that he can retire 
from work and do this job full time.  I believe 
that with the talent that Debbie and Fred 
�K�D�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�U�D�I�W�����W�K�H�\���V�K�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\��
problem doing so.  


